

1- 
•J.. . 


"Cory cent, toChief, Security Div ._,^ !0 r ;l . _ nr. requested 1 'TTiTMT S\ 

U ilny 195^^800 Borrowed from^f* 7 July 55. / / 

ft I 6. 2,3// 


Poseibla Fallibility* of Folygraph Toeting of Subjocts in Poethypnotic States 
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1. Q. On the basis of your knowledge of hypnolafs r , do you think that it would bo 
possible to induce a poethypnotic state on a subject in such a way that his .re - ' /< 
actions to polygraph testing would be significantly altered?/ - ' A .r;;-V ?• 
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' My offhand opinion is that this would be quite possible, 
r^’/’be Tory simple to conduct experiments which could definitely do< 
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Of course it would 
dooide this question 

one way or another, but on the assumption that such experiments have not yet been 
carried out, I should like to comment briefly on the possibilities to be* Considered. 
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As I understand it, tho polygraph measures unconscious physical reactions to the 
stimuli of the mental disturbances caused b 7 tho telling of deliberate lies. .•/ 
.Therefore, it would appear possible that a subject/ could possibly avoid these re-”" 
P-fti actions if he wore, interrogated vhlo in a post hypnotic state and ■ thus - e stabli ch « • * r.v y 
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.jl^.yhis innooence for somo incriminating aots or associations* This might be dono. ; 7 v;^ J ’' : 
dvjl-.'by the induction of 'posthypnotic omnoSia for tho incriminating episodes’ 0111' the ’’ ' 

j 1_A.fX-.lJ . i* ... ^ J L J At At. \ A % . t * 1 I M M « • it < . * 


substitution of an alibi situation by the establishment of false recollections, 
t//?! In order words, the subject would be convinced that he was actually telling the truth 
'^i-^and would not have the psychosomatic disturbonces necessary for a polygraph.ro- 
■ action. In addition to this, complete Rmnosia of the hypnotidni itself can ’be 




effected and an affective dofense can be set up against rehypnotization by another 
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hypnotist. Furthermore, tho subject's reactions to other questions used la testing *' 
,r/r?jc.the polygraphability of a subject would probably be normal 1 ' ^ ?v<‘l ’. ; h* 

1 ... g f (Collector'e Koto: In addition to tho comments reported above, source suggested 

and supplied reference material which he felt might provide some background inforaa- 
^1?/; tion on this subject. A brief review of oomo of this liSoraturo was undertaken by 

' “ cted. Although they often 
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collector and the comments listed below were abstract 
support source's opinions, they are by no means directly attributable to him, nor can 

-11 r J * i. 1 -1 j . 1 . - 1 ... 1 1 ■ .. 
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,^j|<Vtho conclusions reached bo construed as bearing his endorsement, Abrief review of 




volumes of Psychological Abotrata (Abstracts) (later than 1950) revealed no 
Vi-VV articles describing esperinents involving po3thypnotic bohavlcr in relation to tho 

Therefore the following comnonte lnolude other references wiiich 


rs 


fife ' polygraph machine. 

;1*‘;5,.tlie collector considers as possibly applicable to the problem.) 
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a. Tho Mature of tho Poethypnotic 8IIE&1 State — In tho first place, thoro still 
seems to bo a groat deal of confusion about the actual nature of tho poethypnotic 
stato itself and about tho scope of influence of tho operator in tho subject's re- 
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aotions when awake. Those questions were cited by Henry Ouse of Long Island University, : 

x..i iL^x it. \ _ * • j * 11 1 . j»_ _ . . . . * r * 


■.■^ ? - f who points out that they have plagued investigators for many years and have received. 
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act will often have in it an espeot of reraombrance aa to the suggestion siveii* in ? 

f Ut *“ ad ff* " 0f C0Ur8 ®» Bom ® phenomena of a poathypnotio nature, such 

* , iU5Ceptad b7 the Bub ^ 00t ** being of unquestlon- 




$ 


I. 


bi I^pnoeis and Antisocial Conduct — Dooplte an active controversy on the subject . 
there I ia much evidence that hypnotism can induce antisocial behavior. (2) In this 
connection it should s be brought out that such acts can be ‘accomplished in the nost- *■* 
hypnotic state with no apparent knowledge or feeling on the part of the subject. 

Several experiments have shown that such "subjects handled peculiarities in their - f 

activities by accepting them as ccngrous aspeots of their behavior.- •' 
acceptance °f ^be antisocial act of lying might well preclude any nhysictbL 

reactions would be t measurable by the polygraph. pnys cax-v^ 

t 5 e bypnotio post-hypnotio production of antisocial behavior. 

;*,• l y experimenters to break the induced state of posthypnotio ‘ 

. amnesia several days after the experimental antieocial act or acts have been committed ' 
? the The f CCU8at,ions brought out in these interrogations usually arouse^-* 

v ^parently riEhteous indignation ' or disbelief on the part of the "guilty" subject.’*’'”" 

• *?°!? e mch e^«viment a young female subject, had been induced under hypnosis to 

^ ^ * stranger • e coat after awakening from her trance.' . 

^ V ’tha fo* 1 the source of the convulsion. She stole “ ‘ 

the dollar^and^ later^spent it. When confronted with the facts several days lateT 

Al VnS* ’ tham * A 011 th *. basis °f ber reactions the experimenter reported 
as follows I These comments aro included to indicate the difficulties a cross- ’ ~ a ' 

e^miner would moat in attempting to wring a confession from 'a criminal -hypnotic 
subject. Miss A s manner betrayed not the subtlest evidence or coneoiouaSss of •- V*V*- 

* cannot say, of course, what might have bean her reaotion to a lie-detector ^ • 
or tthlAird^dogroe Mthodfl « ** *•. , •j ;'* ’• : c *' ?***- * -v— . .. . . > %. .***-->* 

- ■* ^ ' v - v * ■ '* 

object was again hypnotised and her amneela for " thd iioident 
S then asked whether she thought she oould in hypnosis be . ' 

W?;' lndueed t0 co f mit "o™ serious crime a— such aa to steal important government 
lV| "Tf! *5*®,? secretary in Washington. She said, 4 Tea, I think so. • She 

***•;:■ b* 1 ? t0 *bi« belief both in the trance and noma sUtes. 

V J: Training^ and Tasting — In oase posthypnotio compulsion were utilised in an attemot • 
y.s-i;' ^ c^cusivent lie detection, the neoosearily complete oontrol over the bosthvnnotie ^ 
**$ ^ 8 SS J ?° t 4 W °S d a ofintenaive trii^ 2d t^SST 

little bypnotiaability, In other words, one person might show 

littla Initial realatance to trance induction but the operator mipjit rind that ha 

S lt£?r "° r ‘ r98 J Sta ?,° e 40 mu,ion creTtlon orlf o™^ £ra of 

■♦:=., “ bSiasa^.srtsi?^ 

(5) UAmn pointed out, "To achiav. th. bert ra^lte, cm *rt“mia. ±.±1 
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“* *' could rapidly i^uce a poctt^So etateln *•"* thc Wtor** 
P^«icu. ta*W* or S-^a.' - • : 

$}}?£»»& 'us^ SoSM lb i° *? *■— 111 - -** 

difficult to hypnotize oneself at all doeDlv unleei f °’ s t&t®d that it 1 b 

^:b.en B 1 ym> durln® hotoro-lnducd tto^f!.?S.5«!^ C SU2B ° Bllon h “ 

v ^after hypnotise hlaBefl." (7) . ' erieot that th ® person. can there- : ,./ 

sjS* ** r "“ p^p* ^toctCfj i 

^sVythe negative and inconclusive results of + B soe " a Un Hk®ly in the light of ;< * 

^.irtilch eorrriiud eleetroeocophao^J!, iTh *" d f t8 Sf" 8n 
regression and Induced emotional states. (0) - P reflexes in hypnosis /with age ; 

BehOTlor “ d *r~**r* ^^,.701. v^: 

Estabrooks, Q.R., "The Possible Antisocial Use of HmnoM » PVnnrt»r» r ttiv ' ' - "- ••? *- 


fyrrr. ' — - 

|gj> : (3) Quae, op cit page 236. 
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w^(8) True and Stephenson, op cit pp 252*262 $ 
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